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HackmatackNational Wildlife Refuge
- established November 2012 with goal of acquiring 11,193 acres



1. Protect and enhance habitats for federal trust species and 
species of management concern, with special emphasis 
on grassland-dependent migratory birds and protection 
of wetlands and grasslands.

2. Create opportunities for hunting, fishing, wildlife 
observation and photography, and environmental 
education and interpretation, while promoting activities 
that complement the purposes of the Refuge and other 
protected lands in the region.

3. Promote science, education, and research through 
partnerships to inform land management decisions and 
encourage continued responsible stewardship of the 
natural resources of the HackmatackNWR.

Goals of HackmatackNWR

establish habitat for migratory grassland and wetland birds

provide recreational opportunities

encourage responsible use and stewardship



USFWS Priority Areas

Priority 1 (Core Areas  - acquire/protect 11,193 acres)

ÅContain grasslands, oak savanna, or wetlands that support 
federal trust species

ÅContain potentially significant habitat for federally-listed species

ÅAre of significant importance to the Fox River or Nippersink
Creek watersheds

ÅAnd/or help to restore or maintain habitat  connectivity

habitat for migratory grassland and wetland birds

habitat for federal E&T species

ecologically significant portions of NippersinkCreek & watershed

supports good preserve design (larger, connected habitats)



USFWS Priority Areas

Priority 2 (Corridor Areas ςundetermined  acres; use easements)

ÅRiparian corridors or wetlands associated with/hydrologically
connected to core units

ÅParcels that contribute to recreational trails

ÅGrasslands or wetlands that can be easily restored

ÅAre wide enough for wildlife movement corridors / containing 
room for a multi-use trail - ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ сллΩ ǿƛŘŜΦ

stream corridors and floodplains

recreational corridors (trails)

easily restored; limited development & native habitats

at least 600 feet wide; providing wildlife corridors



HackmatackNational Wildlife Refuge
Land Protection Partners 2016

ÅDucks Unlimited

ÅFriends of HackmatackNational Wildlife Refuge

ÅIllinois Department of Natural Resources

ÅLand Conservancy of McHenry County

ÅMcHenry County Conservation Foundation

ÅMcHenry County Conservation District

ÅOpenlands

ÅUS Fish and Wildlife Service 



HACKMATACK PROGRESS    Nov. 2012 ςMarch 2016

Corridors

Core areas

Existing 
conservation 
areas



QUEEN ANNE PRAIRIE UNIT CORE AREA



PETERSON

Å72 acres in Queen Anne Prairie Core (1st

purchase)

ÅPartners included MCCD, Openlands, State of
Illinois, USFWS, with funding from State of IL
ςDNR, Openlands, MCCF, Friends of
HackmatackNWR

KIEBLER

RICH

conveyance of easement to USFWS formally 
established HackmatackNational Wildlife Refuge



TWIN CREEKS

Å105 acres in Queen Anne Prairie Core

ÅFunding includes Openlands, MCCD, 
private conservation buyers, Ducks
Unlimited, Federal Wetlands Grant

KIEBLER

RICH

failed subdivision purchased by Openlands;  some lots
sold to McHenry County Conservation District and
restrictive covenants protect portions of other lots



SHAW

Å26.3 acres in Queen Anne Prairie
Core
ÅConservation Easement donated 

to The Land Conservancy of 
McHenry County, 2015
ÅSedge meadow, oak woods and 

savanna, 0.3 miles of Nippersink
Creek  

Dr. Lloyd Shaw with Mollie in the Creek
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PERRICONE

Å27 acres in corridor just north of 
Queen Anne Prairie Core

ÅAcquired by Openlands

ÅContains about 0.4 miles of
NippersinkCreek and remnant
sedge meadow



ALDEN SEDGE MEADOW UNIT CORE AREA



KIEBLER-RICH NATURAL AREA

Å84 acres outside Alden Sedge Meadow
Core Area

ÅAcquired by MCCD and Land Conservancy
of McHenry County

ÅKiebler= 73 acre conservation easement
donation, Rich = 11 acre acquisition

Parcel acquired by private landowners  (Kieblers);
of 84 acres, 11 acres purchased by

McHenry County Conservation District and
the Keiblersconveyed easement on balance of property



GOOSE POND CORRIDOR



TURNER

Å86 acres in Goose Pond Corridor

ÅPartners included MCCD, Openlands, 
Ducks Unlimited

ÅFunding included Ducks Unlimited, State
of WI ςDNR, Friends of Hackmatack
NWR, private donors

KIEBLER

RICH
Parcel acquired by Ducks Unlimited

with support of partners; wetlands being
restored by DU and McHenry Co Conservation Distirct;

parcel will be conveyed to USFWS



fundraiser (fill in the puzzle) by Friends of Hackmack
- to support Ducks Unlimited purchase-



GREENWOOD CORRIDOR



TRYON CREEK WOODS

Å59 acres in Greenwood Corridor  

ÅAcquired by MCCD (Breckenridge) with 
$60K grant from McHenry County 
Conservation Foundation - then used as 
match for a grant by TLC (White) to purchase 
an easement.

KIEBLER

RICH



MAIN STAY

Å Inside Greenwood Corridor, 
across the road from Glacial Park

Å 40 acre conservation easement 
donated to TLC by Main Stay 
Therapeutic Farm in 2013



HACKMATACK PROGRESS    Nov. 2012 ςMarch 2016

Corridors

Core areas

Existing 
conservation 
areas

- 493.3 acres protected -
11,193 acres identified (cores) by USFWS





The Friends, City of Lake Geneva Four Seasons Park, 
McHenry County Conservation District, US FWS 



Friends of Hackmatack
& PARTNERS!

Monarch work 2015-16



The Monarch Committee
US Fish & Wildlife Service ςRefuge Division & Chicago

McHenry County Conservation District
Environmental Defenders of McHenry County

Crystal Lake Park District
Creative Arts, INC

McSEEPςMcHenry Co. Superintendent of Schools Enviro. Ed. Program
Loyola University Retreat & Ecology Center, Woodstock
Wildflower Propagation and Preservation Committee

Citizens Climate Lobby, McHenry
Conservation @ Home - The Land Conservancy

McHenry County Fair Board
BrookwoodMiddle School, Genoa City WI

Ancient Oaks Foundation
BeeKeepers, McHenry Co

IDOT

FOH Monarch Initiative partners



Monarch Mania



August 21-23

Monarch Mania  Family Fun Fair





The Friends, MCCD, US FWS, McHenry Audubon, IL DNR, Sierra Club

The Big Sit



Inner City Outings




